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Fighting For Air. 

June 29, 2012 
 
To Whom it May Concern:  
 
The American Lung Association does not support biomass combustion for electricity production, 
a category that includes wood, wood products, agricultural residues or forest wastes, and 
potentially highly toxic feedstocks, such as construction and demolition waste. If biomass is 
combusted, state-of-the-art pollution controls must be required. Eagle County is currently in 
attainment for federal air quality standards.  The modeling paperwork submitted to the CO 
Department of Public Health and Environment indicates that this plant not only will be adding 
particulate pollution, but it will be reaching and exceeding the level many national health 
groups consider unsafe. These groups include American Academy of Pediatrics, American 
Medical Association, American Thoracic Society, American Public Health Association and others. 
 
Biomass combustion increases the risk of the emission of noncarbon air pollutants. Electricity 
production from biomass releases many of the same air pollutants as fossil-fuel generation, 
although the quantities may differ substantially on per MWh basis.  Particulate matter (PM) 
emissions are the most significant health threat from biomass power plants.  Without controls, 
combustion of wood and wood wastes for power production can result in PM emissions that 
are more than 20 percent higher than emissions from an uncontrolled coal plant. Emissions of 
carbon monoxide and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) can be more than 400 percent and 
2,000 percent higher than emissions from a coal plant, respectively.  In contrast, NOx emissions 
may be nearly 60 percent lower and SO2 emissions are virtually eliminated. The lung health 
impacts of particulate pollution include coughing, wheezing, shortness of breath, asthma 
attacks as well as a sometimes permanent reduction in lung function.  
 
Wood wastes, such as construction and demolition debris, may also contain toxic air pollutants.  
The potential for toxic emissions from construction and demolition debris varies, depending on 
state fuel standards.  Like fossil fuels, biomass combustion also emits other hazardous air 
pollutants.  The impact of these emissions on human health is generally similar to the impact of 
emissions from fossil fuel combustion.  Limited data are available on how various feedstocks 
affect overall emissions from biomass power.  This analysis does not even include any 
recognition of diesel emissions from truck traffic as fuel is hauled to and from the plant.  
 
The American Lung Association acknowledges that pollution from the combustion of wood and 
other biomass sources poses a significant threat to human health, and supports measures to 
transition away from using these products for heat production. 
 
Thank you for your consideration as we express our concerns to this plant in Eagle County.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Natalia Swalnick 
Director of Environmental Health  


